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SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS

Effective education consultant, reading/writing literacy coach, and Texana author who promotes synergy and teamwork.  Highly self-motivated individual adept at developing, managing, and carrying out innovative projects to fruition.  Experienced in a variety of venues: English Language Arts coordinator, Del Valle ISD (3 years); staff development/instructional strategy workshops (11 years developing / managing personal consulting business in private sector); classroom teacher (22 years public and community college education); and writing (non-fiction/fiction author, editing, workshop design and instruction, published books and articles). Strong communication, editorial, creative design and production skills.  Enthusiastic and vibrant personality as a speaker, workshop coordinator and facilitator, writing instructor and educator. 

EXPERIENCE

English Language Arts coordinator and instructional specialist (K-12), Del Valle ISD (2004 – present)

· Project coordinator/facilitator, ELA Scope and Sequence for vertical alignment, grades 3-12

· Coordinator, English Language Arts Staff Development (grades K-12): 

Writing Strategies, Reading Strategies, Writing Across the Disciplines, Questioning Strategies, Holistic Scoring and Training of Written Compositions; Open-Ended Response Strategies; Vocabulary Strategies; K-12 Round-Robin Writing Workshop; campus-specific requests/needs, etc.

· Designer / Project Manager: Writer’s Tool Kit (gr. 4, 7-9); Rubrics Tool Kit (gr. 4, 7-11)

· Coordinator of Benchmark Testing – Writing (TAKS)

· Instructional Observations: lesson plans for higher-order thinking, curriculum, strategies, classroom 

management
Educational Consultant – Workshop Designer & Facilitator – Speaker (1994—2004):

• Planning, development and implementation of business, education and writing projects

• Creating educational materials that lead to successful staff and writing workshops: (upper elementary-high 

                     school; partial listing):
TAKS staff development, reading, writing, open-ended response techniques, rubric assessment, questioning techniques, creative classroom design, gifted & talented, vocabulary, creative writing, time-saving techniques, multiple intelligences, practical activities for at-risk students 


• Public Independent School District clients (partial listing):
Austin ISD; Del Valle ISD; Eanes ISD; Rio Grande Valley area — Mercedes HS, Donna-Veterans MS, Ed-Couch Elsa HS, Rio Grande City all levels; Pine Tree; Lufkin ISD; Houston ISD; Leander ISD; Abilene ISD; Bastrop ISD; Mathis; Fort Stockton ISD; Cedar Park ISD


• Private school clients (partial listing):


The Galloway School; St. Michael’s Academy; St. Andrews Episcopal School; St. Francis School


• University and non-profit clients:



Sam Houston State University; Texas State University; University of Mary-Hardin Baylor;

University of Houston at Clear Lake; Tarrant County College; Texas State Reading Association; SAGE program, University of Texas at Austin; Writers’ League of Texas; O. Henry Museum, Project Wise, Art & Writing, Layland Museum; National Association of Women Writers

Published author/co-author / Guest lecturer (1994—present):

Counter Culture Texas (1999, Rowman & Littlefield), From My Mother’s Hands (2000, Rowman & Littlefield),

Reaching Out to Today’s Kids (2001, Sopris West), Red Boots & Attitude (2002, Eakin Press), and Quotable Texas Women (2005, State House Press—Texas A&M University Press Consortium)
Published free-lance writer (1984—present): 


New Texas 2000 (fiction); Red Boots & Attitude (fiction); Austin American-Statesman (article);
Good Life (article), Gusto (article), Women’s Monthly (column), Enchanted Rock (article), South Texas Traveler (article); Oak Hill Gazette (reporter); Earth and Sky Radio (radio script) 
Designer/Project Manager/Instructor–successful workshops, seminars, retreats (1985—present; partial listing):
Yowza Creativity & Writing Retreats; “Power of Writing” public school creative writing workshops; “Writing Your Life Story,” various non-profit organizations/public libraries; Casa del Sol creative writing camps; Casa del Sol Enrichment Program; The Illusory Hero, Austin, TX, public access TV, 30-minute movie (inception to completion--directing, filming, editing), at-risk students
Speaker (1980—present; partial listing):
U.S. Army Equal Opportunities Program for Women’s History Month (Germany); National Association of Women Writers; Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs; Writers’ League of Texas; Bay Area Writers’ League; Trinity Writers Conference; Houston Baylor University Women’s Association; West Texas Book & Author Festival; Literary Festival—University of Mary-Hardin Baylor; Sam Houston State University Young Author’s Conference; Texas Reading Association

RECOGNITION

• International Hospitality Council (Austin), one of seven journalists and writers to conference with three senior 

administrators of university-level journalism education programs from Republic of Kazakhstan. Under the auspices of the Freedom Support Act, the U.S. Department of State sponsored the Russian educators’ International Visitor Program entitled, “Teaching Journalism (Freedom Support): An International Visitor Project for Kazakhstan” (2004) 
• United States Army guest speaker for Women’s History Month (Germany) at four military bases and Department of 

Defense Schools in Weisbaden, Hanau, Giessen and Dexheim (2001)
• Book & Author Events:  21st Annual Houston Book & Author; 9th Annual San Antonio Book & Author; 4th Annual

 Writers at the Met; Salado Readers & Writers Roundtable

• Education Awards:  Texas Exes Outstanding High School Teacher Award (1993); Teacher of the Year, Eanes ISD 

(1993); Teacher of the Year, Westlake High School (1993); Spirit of Education (1991—1994); Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers (multiple years)
REFERENCES

Sandra Dowdy
Assistant Superintendent, Department of Curriculum & Instruction



Del Valle Independent School District 

5301 Ross Road, Ste 105



Del Valle, TX  78617



(512) 386-3040



Bernard Blanchard



Superintendent



Del Valle Independent School District



5301 Ross Road, Ste. 103



Del Valle, TX  78617



(512) 386-3010

Pat Jacoby

President
Authentic Learning Technologies, Inc.

307 Stirrup Drive

Dripping Springs, TX  78620

(512) 264-3050 

John Matysek

Program Specialist V, Texas Education Agency (current employment)

Principal, Westlake High School, Eanes ISD (retired, 1997)

1442 Bullhorn Loop

Austin, TX  78664

(512)246-7015

EDUCATION

Bachelor of Arts, summa cum laude, English

Credit hours: 254
Sam Houston State University

Registrar, Estill Building    Huntsville, TX  77341    (936) 294-1040
Credit hours: 254

Laying the Foundation, AP Strategies Training

Del Valle, TX

AP English Language Arts Literature Training

Austin, TX

6+1 Writing Traits Training

Austin, TX
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